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The Bad River Reservation has become 
the model community in the fight against 
the COVID-19, coronavirus pandemic. 
Since the first positive case of the virus 
was reported in Wisconsin on February 5, 
there have been none in Bad River. 
  Since then, there have been 56,056 posi-
tive cases of COVID-19 in Wisconsin, with 
961 deaths. 
  On March 17, the Bad River Tribe was 
proactive in declaring a public health 
emergency. 
  Tribal members, throughout this pan-
demic, have followed the advice of the 
Bad River Health and Wellness Center 
and its Public Health Nurses, Pam Feustel 
and Tina Gerovac-Lavasseur. 
  The Health and Wellness Center has been 
addressing the lingering issue of COVID-19 
by testing all employees before returning to 
work and with daily temperature screenings 
of all staffers and visitors to public Tribal 
venues. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) has strongly recommended 
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the wearing of masks in public places, the 
washing of hands and maintaining six feet 
of social distance whenever possible. 
  And so far, these safeguards are working. 
  On May 13, when the Wisconsin Su-
preme Court overturned Wisconsin Gov. 
Tony Eversô stay-at-home order, the Tribe 
not only supported the Governorôs plan, 
but built in more stay-at-home time, clear-
ly showing that the health of Reservation 
residents was more 
important than eco-
nomic concerns. 
  Then, on Monday, 
July 20, Tribal 
Chairman Mike 
Wiggins, Jr. issued 
a statement that 
requires the wear-
ing of face cover-
ings at all Tribal 
buildings and enter-
prise areas. 
  While the Bad 
River Reservation 
has earned an A+ 
grade in combating 
the virus, Wiscon-
sinôs other Native 
American tribes 
have earned high marks as well, taking 
aggressive steps to combat the corona-
virus pandemic since January. And 
recent data show they have fared bet-
ter than other harder hit tribes across 
the country, according to a report by 
Shirin Ali of the Medill News Service, 
in the Wisconsin State Journal. 
  Indian Health Service reported 450 
Native Americans tested positive for 
COVID-19 as of Wednesday, July 15 
across the Bemidji Area, which in-
cludes 11 federally recognized Wiscon-
sin tribes along with reservations in 
Michigan and Minnesota. 
  That means as the state approaches 
60,000 positive COVID-19 cases, Na-
tive Americans account for roughly 1% 
of the stateôs caseload, which is about 
the same proportion of the native pop-
ulation of the state. 
  Tribes in other states have not fared 
nearly as well. 

  CDC data of the coronavirus broken 
down by race/ethnicity through May 
28 show Native Americans make up 
about 5% of Arizonaôs population but 
account for 6% of the stateôs total 
number of COVID-19 cases. 
  In New Mexico, Native Americans 
make up approximately 10% of the 
stateôs population but account for 55% 
of the stateôs coronavirus cases, ac-
cording to The Center for American 
Progress, a nonpartisan policy insti-
tute. Similarly, in Wyoming, Native 
communities make up approximately 
3% of the state population but account 

for more than a third of Wyomingôs 
positive COVID-19 cases. 
  The CDC has classified American In-
dians/Alaska Natives along with other 
racial and ethnic minority groups as 
having higher risk for contracting 
COVID-19 or experiencing severe ill-
ness, regardless of age, due to long-
standing systemic health and social 
inequities. 
  Wisconsinôs tribal communities acted 
quickly to help mitigate the risk of 
COVID-19 among their members, with 
most adopting stay-at-home orders 
similar to what Gov. Evers had in place 
before the state Supreme Court struck 
it down in May. They also promoted 
social distancing and use of masks ear-
ly on, closely following the CDCôs rec-
ommendations. 
  Though Wisconsin does not currently 
have an enforceable, statewide emer-

gency order in place, most of the 
stateôs tribal communities, such as Bad 
River do, as positive COVID-19 cases 
continue to rise on and off reserva-
tions. 
  Oneida Nation, one of Wisconsinôs 
largest tribal communities, declared a 
state of emergency on March 12, on 
the heels of the World Health Organi-
zation declaring COVID-19 an interna-
tional pandemic on March 11. That was 
quickly followed by a ñsafer at homeò 
declaration in conjunction with Evers 
on March 24. 
  Melinda Danforth, director of inter-

governmental af-
fairs for the Onei-
da Nation, said 
early intervention 
helped the tribe 
contain the virus 
among its mem-
bers. As soon as 
whispers of COVID
-19 began spread-
ing across the 
country in early 
January, Oneida 
leadership began 
canceling large-
scale council meet-
ings that typically 
attracted 1,200 to 
1,500 members. 
  ñThe (Oneida) 

Nation was very clear with our com-
munity that we were not going to lift 
our ósafer at homeô order and that we 
were expecting our community to stay 
home, and they did, which was amaz-
ing,ò Danforth said. 
  Oneida Nation reported 56 cases of 
COVID-19 as of Tuesday, July 14 with 
six members in isolation and two 
deaths. The reservation extends across 
portions of Brown and Outagamie 
counties, with Brown County experi-
encing some of the highest concentra-
tions of COVID-19 infections in the 
state. 
  Earlier in July, Oneida Nation an-
nounced another extension of its 
emergency order until Aug. 11, recom-
mending members stay home and en-
couraging businesses within the reser-
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vation to maintain public health 
safety protocols as set by the Wis-
consin Economic Development 
Corp. or the CDC, whichever is 
more stringent. It had been set to 
expire on July 12. 
  Other tribes across Wisconsin 
have enacted similarly strict poli-
cies in order to mitigate COVID-19 
infections. Vicki Dantoin, director 
of the Menominee Country Tribe 
and Stockbridge-Munsee Band of 
Mohican Indians, said those tribes 
were able to curb the uptick of pos-
itive COVID-19 cases because they 
were more stringent in their ap-
proaches than the state sheltering 
orders and the Badger Bounce 

Back reopening program. Menomi-
nee County reported nine con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 as of 
Tuesday, July 14. 
  ñA small-town community makes 
a bit of a difference because if 
youôve got everybody that knows 
everybody, I think that helps them, 
collectively. People are more likely 
to want to protect others,ò Dantoin 
said. 
  Kevalin Auland, a research associ-
ate for the Center for American In-
dian Health at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versityôs Bloomberg School of Pub-
lic Health, found that many mem-
bers of Wisconsinôs tribal commu-
nities have been supporting their 
neighbors by providing hand-sewn 
masks, helping distribute tradition-
al foods to try to assure food secu-
rity and focusing on support for the 
tribesô large elderly population. 

  ñOne thing I have noticed as a 
strength is tribal governments real-
ly putting in a great deal of effort 
and attention into community-level 
initiatives to protect community 
members,ò Auland said. 
  Dantoin, of the Menominee 
County Tribe and Stockbridge-
Munsee Band of Mohican Indians, 
also said Wisconsinôs tribesô strong 
relationships with the state and 
federal government helped in con-
trolling and containing COVID-19. 
  ñThereôs a lot of (Bureau of) Indi-
an Affairs support and federal sup-
port and from what I understand 
the tribes in Wisconsin work well 
with the state on a lot of things,ò 
Dantoin said. ñEven though some 
of them are sovereign, they still 
have that respect for each other.ò 
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2ÉÖÅÒ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÄ #ÌÉÆÆ 4ÒÉÂÅÓ ÉÎ Á 
ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ 
ÌÅÇÁÌȟ ÓÏÃÉÁÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÓÅÒȤ
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  ñSo, Iôm familiar with the pro-
gram goals and objectives,ò she 
said. 
  Ashley is the daughter of Eva 

and Francis Leoso. She was 
born in Tacoma, Wash. and 
raised on the Bad River Reser-
vation. She is a 2006 graduate 
of Ashland High School. 
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ÌÏÖÅÄ ÏÎÅÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÌË ÍÙ 
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Send email to Richard J. Pufall at 
NewsLetter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 
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  Beginning on September 1, 2020, a new den-
tist ï Dr. Sarha Avendano ï will be joining 
the staff of the Bad River Health and Well-
ness Center.  
  To help introduce herself, Dr. Avendano 
prepared the following statement: 
 
  Hi, Iôm Dr. Sarha Avendano, 
  I grew up in Queens, New York and attended col-
lege at New York University where I received a 
bachelorôs degree in psychology, biochemistry and 
an associateôs degree in liberal studies. 
  From there I attended dental school at NYU Col-
lege of Dentistry, completing my degree in 2019. 
After that I trained at New York Presbyterian ï 
Queens Hospital for one year in the residency pro-
gram. This summer I am relocating to Ashland to 
join The Bad River Health and Wellness Center. 
  From a very young age I always wanted to help 
people. Over the years I shadowed and worked as a 
dental assistant in several private practices in New 
York City. I quickly fell in love with the profession 
because of the impact you can have on someoneôs 
confidence and well-being. 
  I love the science and the art form behind dentistry, 
but at the end of the day the most gratifying aspect 
of the job is building a camaraderie with my patients. 
Being a dentist means you see your patients quite often and you get to follow their progress. I want 
to be part of that process for my patients no matter how big or small my contribution 
  In my free time I enjoy many different past times. At home I enjoy experimenting in the kitchen, 
sketching portraits, reading suspenseful novels, and spoiling my little dog. Despite growing up in 
New York City, I really enjoy snowboarding, hiking and horseback riding. However, my absolute 
passion is travelling. I love visiting different countries and immersing myself in their cultures. 

New dentist to join Bad River staff  
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